
ON-FARM SOLAR 

PHOTOVOLTAICS 

PROGRAM 

REDUCE YOUR INPUTS 

INCREASE YOUR PROFITS 

The Program provides funding towards solar 
photovoltaics on Alberta farms. 

This enables producers to conserve non-renewable 
fossil fuels and reduce carbon emissions, ultimately 
reducing the environmental footprint of Alberta's 
agriculture industry.  

What is the  

On-Farm Solar 

Photovoltaics  program? 
SouthGrow’s Mission is to accelerate and enhance the 
quality of life and the development/sustainability for 
the communities in the SouthGrow region of Alberta. 

We foster a shared vision for regional economic 
development; creating new economic development 
opportunities in the region; and encouraging/
enhancing shared services among communities 
through cooperation. SouthGrow provides southcentral 
Alberta with a unified voice on regional priorities. 

SouthGrow has partnered with Alberta Agriculture and 
Forestry to deliver educational services on a number of 
high-value programs for agricultural producers. Our On
-Farm Energy Management Program Outreach Officer 
is available to present on this program, and others, to 
your producers, ag-fieldmen, and associations. Help 
your local producers achieve greater energy efficiency 
in order to improve their bottom line, modernize their 
equipment, and engage in environmental best-
practices. 

Contact our On Farm Energy Management Program 
Outreach Officer: 

Vern Steinborn 
(403) 894-0050 
vern.steinborn@southgrow.com 
 

 
Visit www.agric.gov.ab.ca for more information. 

SouthGrow is an 

economic development alliance 

of 24 municipalities in southern  

Alberta. 

Obtain written verification from your Wire Service 
Provider of the Rate Distribution Class for the Site ID on 
which the solar PV system will be installed. This 
verification may be found on your utility bill, or you 
may need to request it from your Wire Service Provider 
with the following information: 

• Name of the load customer 

• Legal land description of the service 
location 

• Site ID of the service location 

• Distribution rate class for the Site ID/
Service location 

II. An approved and signed Microgen 
Interconnection and Operating Agreement from 
your Wire Service Provider; 

III. A solar PV quote from your Solar Contractor 
describing the system you will be installing; 

IV. An electricity bill for one month's electricity 
(current within the last 24 months). 

 

Visit www.agric.gov.ab.ca for more information and an 
up-to-date list of expenses. 

How do I 

get started?  



 

 

≤100 kW 
$0.75/W to maxi-

mum 35% cost share 
of eligible expenses 

100.01 kW - 150 
kW 

$0.56/W to maxi-
mum 27% cost share 
of eligible expenses 

IMPROVED ENERGY MANAGEMENT 

Producers who install photovoltaic systems tend to take a renewed 

interest in their electricity usage; this leads to additional efficiency 

investments and cost savings.  

The On-Farm Solar Photovoltaics Program addresses two 
important industry priorities: 

IMPROVED ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP 

When producers make investments in clean energy and reduced carbon 

emissions, they are recognized for their commitment to sustainable practices. 

Retroactive projects that have been completed AFTER 
APRIL 15, 2017 are now eligible. If a project has been 
initiated (ordering or purchasing equipment, equipment 
delivery, component construction, etc.) prior to April 15, 
2017, it will NOT be accepted. ALL installed equipment 
will be held to the following standards: 

• The system’s modules must have at least a 20 year 
pro-rated warranty from the manufacturer; 

• The system’s inverter(s) and/or micro-inverter(s) 
must have at least a 10 year warranty from the 
manufacturer; 

• All parts need to be CSA approved also installation 
needs to be done by a qualified installer  

The grant rate has changed to align more closely with the 
Residential and Commercial solar programs. Grant 
funding is calculated as follows: ≤100 kW: $0.75/W to 
maximum 35% eligible cost share and 100.01 – 150 kW: 
$0.56/W to maximum 27% eligible cost share. 

In order to qualify for the On-Farm Solar PV grant 
program, an applicant must have an Electrical 
Distribution Rate Class that is rated as Farm, or 
equivalent. Proof of this rate class will be required, and 
can be found either on your electrical bill or obtained 
from your electricity retailer. 

If you do not have an Electrical Distribution Rate Class 
that is rated as Farm, or equivalent, please refer 
to Energy Efficiency Alberta to determine if you may 
qualify under other provincial solar programs. 

Key points 

regarding the new 

program conditions: 

Eligible Photovoltaic systems must be: 

I. Grid-tied, not off-grid 

II. Approved under Alberta's Micro-Generation 
Legislation 

III. Positioned to optimize sunshine and minimize 
shading 

IV. Have manufacturer-warranties on: Solar modules, 
Racking, Inverters and/or Micro-inverters, and 

V. Installed on a Site ID that has a Distribution Rate 
Class of Farm, Irrigation, Grain Drying, or 
equivalent. 

What kind of 

PV systems are 

eligible?  

How are does the  

cost sharing work?  


